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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1, (Currently Amended) An index Imparting system wliich generates metadata 
based on signals in a broadcast station, the system comprising: 

a processor; 

a memory coupled to the processor to store a database, wherein the database comprises 
(\^ an identifier for uniquely specifying each of the control sionals of various kinds of devices 
and rii^ an attribute information which describes the data recorded or reproduced by the device 
and is information relevant to each user of the various kind s of devices or each of the various 
kinds of devices; 

a control signal detecting section to (1) identify a-devieethe device which generates a 
control signal based on recording or reproduction of data, the device is identified based on a 
type and an identifier that uniquely identifies the device , and (2) identify a time of a detection 
of the control signal; 

a memory stor i ng a database comprising ( i ) the ident i fier ond (i i ) attr i bute informat i on 
wh i ch describes the data rccordGd or reproduced by the dcv i cG, tho attribute informat i on 
correspond i ng to the i dent i fier; 

a control signal attribute information managing section to manage the identifier and 
corresponding attribute information of the control 'Signal, wherein the control signal attribute 
information managing section includes a database searching s ection connected to the database 
which stores detailed information of attribute information and automatically imparts th e 
detailed information obtained from the database to metadata generated at the index generatin g 
section; and to identify the attr i bute informat i on of the control s i gna l stored in the database 
depend i ng on the ident i f i er obta i ned at the contro l signa l detect i ng sect i on; and 

an index generating section to automatically generate metadata following an acquisition 
of a type, the identifier, and the time ef-feh eidentified at the control signal at the control signal 
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detecting section and the corresponding attribute infornnatlon at the control signal attribute 
Information managing sectioni.and 

a log analyzing s ection for: 

generating icq data indicatina start and finish times for the control signal, the 
start and finish times being determined based on the identified time o f detection 
for the control signal, and 

b^ outputting the log data to the index gen erating section. 
2. (Currently Amended) An Index Imparting system, comprising: 
a processor: 

a memory coupled to the processor to stor e a database, wherein the database 
comprises f n an identifier for uniouely specifying each of the control signals of yarious kind s of 
deyices and fli^ an attribute information which describes the data recorded or reproduced by the 
device and is information relevant to each use r of the yarious kinds of deyices or each of the 
various kind s of devices: 

a control signal detecting section to (1) Identify a microphone, the microphone 
generates a voice control signal in response to recording a voice of a performer, the microphone 
being Identified by an identifier in the voice control signal that uniquely identifies the 
microphone, and to (2) identify a time of a detection of the voice control signal; 

Q memory otor i ng a databoso compr i s i ng ( i ) the i dcntifior of the m i crophone, and ( ii ) 
attr i bute informat i on which descr i bes the vo i ce recorded by the m i crophone, the attr i bute 
i nformat i on corresponding to the i dentifier of the m i crophone; 

a control signal attribute Information managing section to manage the identifier and 
corresponding attribute information of the voice control signal, and to Identify the attribute 
information of the voice control signal stored In the database, the voice control signal 
associated with the performer, the attribute Information of the voice control signal identified 
depending on the microphone Identifier obtained at the control signal detecting section ; ond^ 
wherein the control signal attribute information managing section includes a database searching 
section connected to the database which stores detailed informa tion of attribute information 
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and automatically imparts tlie detailed information obt ained from the database to metadata 
Generated at the index a eneratinc section: 

an index generating section to generate metadata following an acquisition of the 
identifier and the time of the detection of the voice control signal at the control signal detecting 
section and the corresponding attribute Information relevant to the performer at the control 
signal attribute information managing section j_and 

a log analyzing section for: 

a^ generating loo data indicating sta rt and finish times for the control signal, the 
start and finish times being determin ed based on the identified time of detection 
for the co ntrol signal, and 

b^ Qutputting the loo data to the index gen erating section. 
3. (Currently Amended) An index imparting system, comprising: 
a processor: 

a memory coupled to the processor to store a database, wherein the database 
comprising fn an Identifier for uniquely soecifyinc each of the VCR control si gn als of various 
kinds of devices and fli^ an attribute information which de scribes the data being recorded or 
reproduced bv the VCR, the attribute information corre sponding to the Identifier of the VCR of 
the various kinds of devices or each of the various ki nds of devices: 

a control signal detecting section to (1) identify a VCR, the VCR generates a control 
signal in response to the VCR being selected by a switch, the VCR being identified by an 
identifier in the control signal that uniquely identifies the VCR, and to (2) identify a time of a 
detection of the control signal; 

a memory stor i ng a database compris i ng ( 1 ) the. idGntif i cr of the VCR, and ( 11 ) attribute 
i nformat i on wh i ch descr i bes data boing rocordcd or reproduced by the VCR, the attr i bute 
information correspond i ng to the identif i er of the VCR; 

a control signal attribute information managing section to manage the identifier and 
corresponding attribute information of the control signal of the VCR, and to Identify the 
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attribute information of the control signal of the VCR stored in the database depending on the 
Identifier of the VCR obtained at the control signal detecting sectionj-af^, wherein the control 
signal attribute information managing section includes a database searching section connected 
to the database which stores detailed informa tion of attribute information and automatically 
imparts the detailed Information obtained from the database to metadata generated at the 
index gene rating section: 

an Index generating section to generate metadata following an acquisition of the 
identifier and the time of the control signal of the VCR at the control signal detecting section 
and the corresponding attribute information relevant to the VCR at the control signal attribute 
information managing section ; and 

a log analyzing section for: 

a'i generating log data indicating start and fin ish times for the control signal, the 
start and finish times being determined based on the identified time of detection 
for the co ntrol signal, and 

b^ outputtino the log da ta to the Index generating section. 
4. (Currently Amended) An index Imparting system, comprising: 
a processor; 

a memory coupled to the processor to store a database, wherein the database comprises 
fi^ an identifier for uniouelv specifying each of the teiop control signals of various kinds of 
devices and fii^ an attribute information which describes the data being reproduced by the 
telop. the attribute information corresponding to the ide ntifier of the telop of the various kinds 
of devices or each of the various kinds of devices: 

a control signal detecting section to (1) identify a telop, the telop generates a control 
signal in response to the telop being selected by a switch, the telop being identified by an 
identifier in the control signal that uniquely identifies the telop, and to (2) identify a time of a 
detection of the control signal; 
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Q memory storing a dotabasc compr i s i ng (i) t i ic i dentifier of the tc l op, and ( ii ) attr i bute 
information wh i ch descr i bes data be i ng reproduced by t l io te l op, the attribute i nformat i on 
corresponding to the identifier of the tc l op; 

a control signal attribute information managing section to manage the identifier and 
corresponding attribute information the control signal of the telop, and to identify the attribute 
information of the control signal of the telop stored in the database depending on the identifier 
of the telop obtained at the control signal detecting sectiont-ef^ , wherein the control signal 
attribute information managing section includes a database searching section connected to the 
database which stores detailed information of attribute information and automatically imparts 
the detailed information obtained from the d atabase to metadata generated at the index 
aeneratino section: 

an index generating section to generate metadata following an acquisition of the 
identifier and the time of the detection of the control signal of the telop at the control signal 
detecting section and the corresponding attribute information relevant to the telop at the 
control signal attribute information managing section ; and 

a loo analyzing section for: 

a) generating log data indicating start and finish times for the control sig nal, the 
start and finish times being determined based on the identified time of detection 
for the control signal, and 

b^ outputtino the log data to the i ndex generating section. 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Currently Amended) The index imparting system according to cla i m Sclaim 1 , 
wherein the log analyzing section comprises: 

a l og output sect i on to generate the l og data where i n the t i me of detection i s sorted for 
e ach ident i f i er by using the respectiyc i dentifier and the rcGpcct i vc t i me of detect i on of a control 
s i gnal and to output the log data to a network or a removable med i um; and 
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a log tftptrt-outEuLsection to iftptrt-QutEut_the log data to the Index generating section 
via tlie networl< or the removable medium and to output the log doto to the i ndex generating 

7. (Previously Presented) The index imparting system according to claim 1, wherein 
the Index Imparting system detects an input control signal of any of a microphone, a VCR, or a 
telop, generates metadata following the acquisition of the type, the identifier, and the time of 
detection thereof, and imparts attribute information relevant to the control signal to the 
metadata. 

8. (Previously Presented) The index imparting system according to claim 1, wherein 
the control signal detecting section comprises: 

a control signal type identifying section to detect an input control signal and to Identify 
the type and the Identifier thereof; 

a control signal type managing section to manage the input control signal and the type 
and the identifier thereof; 

a time obtaining section to obtain a time when the input control signal is detected; and 

an Index generation requesting section to send the identified type and identifier and the 
obtained time to the index generating section and to request to generate the metadata. 

9. - 10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Currently Amended) The index imparting system according to clpim Oclaim 1 , 
wherein the microphone signal voice pressure level judging section judges a measured voice 
pressure level, judges that the voice is generated only when the voice pressure level is 
continuously maintained for a prescribed period of time and sends a voice control signal to the 
control signal type identifying section. 

12, (Previously Presented) The Index imparting system according to claim 1, wherein 
the control signal attribute information managing section comprises: 

the database which is further configured to store an identifier for uniquely specifying 
each of the control signals of various kinds of devices and the attribute information which is 
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Information relevant to each user of the various kinds of devices or each of the various kinds of 
devices; 

an attribute information managing section to obtain the attribute information from the 
database In response to a request from the Index generating section for the attribute 
information; and 

an attribute information registering section to receive registration of the identifier and 
attribute information stored In the database. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Currently Amended) The index imparting system according to c l aim 13claim 12 , 
wherein the database stores the detailed information on at least any one of a person, news, or a 
script. 

15. (Original) The index Imparting system according to claim 12, wherein the 
attribute information registering section is connected online to a device to edit a VCR or a telop, 
and attribute information which is registered to the attribute information registering section is 
obtained by registering online Information obtained or input by using the editing device. 

16. (Previously Presented) The index imparting system according to claim 12, 
wherein attribute information which is registered to the attribute information registering section 
is obtained by storing information obtained or input by using a device to edit a VCR or a telop In 
a removable medium as the attribute information, and registering the information by using the 
removable medium. 

17. (Previously Presented) The index imparting system according to claim 1, wherein 
the control signal detecting section identifies a time on which detection of the control signals 
starts as a start time, identifies a time on which detection of the control signals are finished as 
an end time, and then adds a time zone Information between the start time and the end time to 
the metadata as an attribute Information of the control signals. 
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